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'Child in conflict with law' describes PM-HM Duo Extremely Nervous, Rattled
By Peaceful Protest Of Youth: Congress

a clrcumstance, not identity: CJI

NEW DELHI, Oct 10:
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kanton Saturday said names
of 'children in conflict with
the law' must be kept out of
the news and off the internet,
and the phrase describes a
circumstance, not an iden-
tity.

He was speaking after in-
augurating the National An-
nual Stakeholders' Consulta-
tion on "Ten Years of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act,
2015: Progress, Challenges
and Priorities for the Next
Decade" organised by the Ju-
venile Justice Committee of
the Supreme Courtin associ-
ationwith UNICEF.

The CJl said 10 yearsis a
shorttime for astatute, but it
is more than half of a child-
hood.

The 2015 Act, he said,
makes a wager that a child
given a second chance is far
more likely to become a pro-
ductive member of society
than one branded asacrimi-
nal.

"The journey truly ends
only when the past no longer
casts a shadow over the fu-
ture. For that, we must de-
stroy old records on time,
and keep the names of ‘chil-
drenin conflict with law' out
of the news and off the inter-
net, where they can linger for
years," hesaid.

"Rehabilitation that ends
atthe gate of aninstitution is
not rehabilitation at all, for
reintegration means restor-
ingayoung person'splacein
family, school and commu-
nity without stigma," the CJI
said.

He said a 15-year-old
brought before a Juvenile
Justice Board in January
2016, when this Act came
into force, would be aged
about 25 today, and the first

promise the Act made to that
15-year-old minor lies in the
wordsituses.

"This is no mere courtesy,
because the phrase ‘child in
conflictwith law' describesa
circumstance, not an iden-
tity," he said.

The CJl said circumstance
is usually a difficult one, for
the stories of these young
people so often speak of
schooling cut short, families
under strain, and poverty.
Most of them come before
the law for thefirst time.

"Very often, the child in
conflict with the law today
was, only a little earlier, a
child in need of care and pro-
tection we failed to provide
in time. Our answer to such
apredicamentis restoration,
not retribution," the CJlI said.

He said the right to be
heard means little unless
someone is there to speak
with the child and for the
child.

He said that is why
NALSA's child-friendly legal
services scheme of 2024 pro-
vides for a lawyer at the po-
lice station and a legal ser-
vices clinic at every Juvenile
Justice Board.

"Yet many Boards still
have no such clinic, and
without this, the preliminary
questions regarding the
child's care and well-being
may be taken without any
adequate representation,”
Justice Kant said.

vices institutions to consider
creating a separate wing of
trained defence counsel for

children, so each has a dedi-
cated lawyer from the first
hour, and the same lawyer
continues to assist, from the
police station to the final or-
derand into rehabilitation.

The CJI said between ap-
prehension and the Board's
final order, achild in conflict
with lawwould meet a police
officer, a probation officer,
the Board, a lawyer and, per-
haps, the staff of an observa-
tion home, "each of whom
must see not only the of-
fence, but the child behind
it

"Regular training through
our judicial and police acade-
mies, bringing these persons
together with psychologists,
would teach them not only
about adolescence, trauma
and poverty, but also how to
work with one another. After
all, those who work together
should not be trained in sep-
arate rooms," the CJl said.

He stressed regular, inde-
pendent evaluation that can
say, with due care for privacy,
how many young people re-
turned to school, found work
and never came before a
Board again.

Speaking at the inaugural
session, apex court judge
Justice BV Nagarathna said
this consultation is an occa-
sion to take stock of this

"seminal piece" of legislation
and what these past 10 years
have meant for the children
forwhom the law exists.

"Onamore general note, it
may not be out of place to
mention that it is, as adults,
our duty to understand the
anxieties of our children. We
cannot be dismissive of their
concerns, lestthey feel alien-
ated and rejected," she said,
adding, "All childrenare ours
and their distress is ours
too".

She said the Juvenile Jus-
tice Board is not intended to
be a "miniature criminal
court" and its role is an-
chored in adifferent philoso-
phy, one which recognises
that children possess capaci-
ties for development and
change, and that the re-
sponse of the justice system
must take that developmen-
tal reality seriously.

Justice Nagarathna said
an India Justice Report
study in November 2025
found that in the year ending
in October 2023, 55 per cent
of cases before the Boards
across 18 states and two
Union Territories were
pending.

"More than 55,000 chil-
dren were awaiting deci-
sions, and out of 1,00,904
cases before 362 Boards dur-
ing that period, 45,097 were
disposed of. The same study
reported that 24 per cent of
responding Boards -- 111 out
of 470 -- were functioning
without the full bench of a
principal magistrate and two
social worker members.
Thesefigures relate to 2023,"
shesaid.

Justice Nagarathna said
the Act is ultimately a law
about the future.

"When a child breaks the
law, the law must not break
the child," she said. (PTI)

ED arrests chairman of media broadcast
company In insolvency-linked case

NEW DELHI, OCT 10:
The Enforcement Direc-
torate has arrested the chair-
man of a Delhi-based media
and broadcast company ina
money laundering case
linked to alleged irregulari-
ties in the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC)
processes, officials said on
Saturday.

Rakesh Kumar Gupta,
Chairman of the Sadhna
Group, was taken into cus-
tody on Friday around 10:25
pm in Delhi under the provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).

The 63-year-old was pro-
duced by the central agency
at the residential camp office
of Additional Sessions Judge
(Patiala House Courts)
Saurabh Pratap Singh Laler

in  Ghaziabad  (Uttar
Pradesh) around 2 am on
Saturday.

The court sent him to five
days ED custody. The agency
has sought his remand for 7

days.

The money laundering
case against Gupta and oth-
ers stems from a September
FIR filed by the Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) of the
DelhiPolice.

Itwas alleged in the police
complaint that Gupta engi-
neered the insolvency of
Sadhna Media Pvt. Ltd.
(SMPL) through related
creditors holding 99.41 per
cent of the Committee of
Creditors (CoC) so that In-
come Tax dues of Rs 110.10
crore were settled for Rs 20
lakh.

other charges against the
businessman include receipt
of over Rs 2 crore in cash
through crypto
currency/hawala on the re-
sale of SMPL/Aryan TV. He
allegedly led SMPL to pay Rs
4.48 crore to connected cred-
itors, including Rs 2.99 crore
to his own company named
Sharpline Broadcast.

As per the police com-
plaint furnished by the ED to

the court in its remand pa-
pers, SEBI issued an order in
May 2025 calling Gupta the
"mastermind" of the "manip-
ulation" of shares of Sadhna
Broadcast "jointly and sever-
ally liable" for about Rs 58
crore.

The ED told the court that
the alleged proceeds of crime
in this case stands at Rs 168
crore.

The defence counsel ar-
gued before the court that
neither the SEBI nor the In-
come Tax Department made
a complaint against Gupta
and that he even obtained a
no dues certificate from the
tax department. The counsel
added that the SEBI imposed
a penalty against him which
was paid.

The court rejected these
arguments, saying the action
taken by the ED cannot be
said to be illegal "merely be-
cause there is no complaint
by the SEBI or the I-T de-
partment.”

"The order of SEBI though

stated to be under challenge
indicates that the complaint
has some basis and it is not
that the case has been made
with nothing there to be in-
vestigated."

"Itwas also argued that the
NCLT order passed (in rela-
tion to the said media com-
pany) in 2024 has not been
challenged, however, the
same cannot be the basis to
stop the ED from investigat-
ing the allegations as alleged,
where there is loss to the ex-
chequer of over Rs 100
crore,"the courtsaid initsor-
der.

Itadded that the investiga-
tion in such a matter was
"necessary" and the arrest
was found to be in accor-
dance with law.

The court said the money
trail runs "outside" banking
channels and the seized de-
vice data has not yet been put
to the accused and these
tasks cannot be completed in
judicial custody. (PTI)

Gyanesh Kumar Will Go, This
Government Will Go: Rahul Gandhi

NEW DELHI, OCT 10: Congress

ing for and dying for, he had said.

NEW DELHI, OCT 10:
The Congress on Saturday
claimed that the "PM-HM
duo is extremely nervous
and rattled" by a peaceful
protest of youth, and as-
serted that the resignation of
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar is a
"moral imperative".

The opposition party also
said the suspension of the
SIR that has already disen-
franchised nearly 14 crore
Indiansis essential to restore
public faith and trust in the
election system.

Congress general secretary
in-charge communications
Jairam Ramesh said the na-
tion's capital has been turned
intoafortressand armed se-
curity personnel are all over
the place.

"The PM-HM (Narendra
Modi-Amit Shah) duo is ex-
tremely nervous and rattled
by a peaceful protest by
youth deeply concerned with
the planned stealing of their
Constitutional right to vote
guaranteed by Article 326,"
Ramesh said on X.

There is incontrovertible

) /%, 4

il e
evidence that Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Kumar
faithfully executed the orders
givento him by the "destruc-
tive duo" when he was ap-
pointed, he alleged.

In December 2023, a law
giving him lifelong immunity
was bulldozed through Par-
liament when 145 Opposi-
tion MPs had been sus-
pended, Ramesh said.

"The resignation of the
CEC, who has lied to the
Supreme Courtitself, has be-
come a moral imperative.
But it is only the first step to
reclaim the very foundations

of our democracy, which is so
very essential for fulfilling
the hopes and aspirations of
all people, especially the
youth," the Congress leader
said.

"The suspension of the SIR
that has already disenfran-
chised nearly 14 crore Indi-
ans is essential to restore
public faith and trust in our
election system," Ramesh
said.

His remarks came onaday
the CIPissetto lead a protest
at Jantar Mantar.

Delhi Police on Friday de-
tained around 150 protest-

ers,whowere trying to reach
Jantar Mantar for the pro-
posed CJP stir against the
CEC.

Sources said the 150 pro-
testors were detained across
the New Delhi area where
police are using drones to
monitor movement of peo-
ple attempting to reach the
protestsite.

The proposed protest has
prompted heightened secu-
rity measures in the national
capital, with police maintain-
ing a strict vigil to prevent
any breach of peace.

Delhi Police has denied
permission to the CJP to
hold its proposed demon-
stration at Jantar Mantar,
citing security considera-
tions and procedural re-
quirements.

The Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) has called the
proposed demonstration
against the CEC over allega-
tions of voter-list manipula-
tion during the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and changes
relating to Form 6, used for
voter registration. (PTI)

CJP Stir Against CEC: Delhi Police
Detains Around 200 Protestors

NEW DELHI, OCT 10:
Delhi Police on Friday de-
tained around 200 protest-
ers,who were trying to reach
Jantar Mantar for the pro-
posed CJP stir against Chief
Election =~ Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar.

Sources said the 200 pro-
testors were detained across
the New Delhi area, where
police are using drones to
monitor movement of peo-
ple attempting to reach the
protestsite.

YouTuber Dhruv Rathee
has also been detained by the
Delhi Police from Sector 56
in Gurugram, the sources
said.

Ahead of the Cockroach
Janta Party's (CJP) proposed
protestat Jantar Mantar, po-
lice sources said over 600
people with criminal records

were detained across all 15
districts of the national capi-
tal as part of preventive mea-
sures.

The preventive action is
aimed at ensuring that peo-
ple with criminal back-
grounds do not create a law-
and-order situation during
the proposed demonstra-
tion, the sources said.

Police are also keeping a
close watch on the move-
ments of certain people, who
could mobilise crowds or in-
fluence others to participate
in the proposed protest, the
sourcessaid.

Surveillance has been in-
tensified outside the resi-
dences of such people as part
of the security measures,
they added.

Police personnel have
been deployed at strategic lo-

cations across the city, par-
ticularly in areas leading to
Jantar Mantar and other
sensitive locations, to pre-
ventany untoward incident.

The security arrangements
include heightened surveil-
lance and monitoring of the
movement of people sus-
pected of attempting to dis-
ruptlawand order. Police are
also keepingaclose watch on
possible mobilisation efforts
ahead of the proposed
demonstration.

The proposed protest has
prompted heightened secu-
rity measures in the national
capital, with police maintain-
ing a strict vigil to prevent
any breach of peace.

Delhi Police has denied
permission to the CJP to
hold its proposed demon-
stration at Jantar Mantar,

citing security considera-
tions and procedural re-
quirements.

Police have said that pro-
hibitory ordersareinforcein
the New Delhi area and ap-
pealed to people to abide by
the restrictions.

Security arrangements
have been tightened across
Delhiinview of the proposed
protest, with personnel de-
ployed to maintain law and
order and preventany unau-
thorised gathering, the
sources added.

The CJP has called the pro-
posed demonstration
against the CEC over allega-
tions of voter-list manipula-
tion during the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and changes
relating to Form 6, used for
voter registration. (Agencies)

South African jurist of Indian origin Navi

leader Rahul Gandhi on Saturday said
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar will go and so will the Modi gov-
ernment, and then the repair of democ-
racy will begin.

Inapost in Hindi on X, Gandhi said,
"Gyanesh Kumar will go.This govern-
mentwill go.Then the repair of democ-
racy will begin."

He also tagged on X avideo clip of his
speech to INDIA bloc MPs at the Cen-
tral Hall of Parliament.

Gandhi on Friday had said there is a
"much deeper problem" than Chief
Election Commissioner Kumar and it
requires termination of the current gov-
ernment, as he asserted that if the op-
position continues to push the way it
has in the last few days, the government
wouldfall.

al

Opposition protests have shaken
foundations of this government which
is now scared, Gandhi had told INDIA
bloc MPs at the Central Hall of Samvid-
han Sadan.

"There is a much deeper problem
than Gyanesh Kumar and it requires
termination of this current govern-
ment," the Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabhahad said.

This is something thatis worth fight-

"If we continue to push the way we
have in the last three-four days, | guaran-
tee this government will fall," the for-
mer Congress chief had said.

The opposition's aggressive push
comes days after areportby The Indian
Express said Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi
objected on record at least 14 times over
the last 10 months, mostly to decisions
and orders related to the SIR of electoral
rolls.

Under fire over objections raised by
two of its commissioners, the Election
Commission had asserted that differing
views and observations are a normal
part of deliberations in any institution
and that all its orders carry full legal
sanction and follow established statu-
tory procedures. (Agencies)

Pillay wins Nobel Peace Prize

OSLO, OCT 10: South African jurist
of Indian origin Navanethem "Navi"
Pillay, aformer UN human rights chief
whose work helped shape interna-
tional law on genocide and sexual vio-
lence, won the 2026 Nobel Peace Prize
on Friday for her efforts to promote
peace and international law.Consult
Lawyers

She is also serving as a judge in a
case at the International Court of Jus-
tice inwhich The Gambia has accused
Myanmar of violating the Genocide
Convention.

Born in Durban on September 23,
1941, to Indian parents of Tamil de-
scent, Pillay grew up under apartheid
andwentonto build a career challenging
racial discrimination, defending anti-
apartheid activists and advancing hu-
man rights and equality.

According to a biographical profile
published by the Institute for African
Womenin Law, Pillay's father was a bus
driver who worked multiple jobs to sup-
port the family, while her mother looked
after their eight children. Despite finan-
cial hardship, her parents placed a
strong emphasis on education and in-
sisted that their daughters, like their
sons, should be educated.

Pillay studied at the University of Na-
tal and later earned postgraduate law
degrees from Harvard University.

IN 1967, she became the firstwoman of
colour to establish a law practice in
South Africa's Natal Province, accord-
ing to the Institute for African Womenin
Law.

She spent decades defending anti-
apartheid activists and highlighting the
treatment of political detainees.Find
Lawyers

In 1973, she helped secure the right of
political prisonerstoaccess legal coun-
sel, according to South African History
Online.

She also represented anti-apartheid
activists and drew attention to the use
of torture and solitary confinement
against detainees.

Fd

Pillay was involved in efforts to en-
shrine equality in South Africa's Consti-
tution. As a member of the Women's
National Coalition, she contributed to
the campaign that helped secure a con-
stitutional equality clause prohibiting
discrimination.

In an interview with South African
History Online, she described how
women from different political, racial
and religious backgrounds worked to-
gether to advance equality and protect
women'srights.

Her career later took her to South
Africa's High Court, the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and the
International Criminal Court. She
served as a judge and president of the
Rwanda tribunal and as the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights from
2008102014.

During a visit to Sri Lanka in August
2013, Pillay warned that the country ap-
peared to be becoming increasingly au-
thoritarian and that the rule of law was
being eroded four years after the end of
its civil war.Enter Contests

She said people who had met her dur-
ing the visit had faced harassment and
intimidation and raised concerns about
attacks on religious minorities. In the
northern city of Jaffna, she met Tamil
families who spoke of missing relatives,
military acquisition of land and inade-
quate basic facilities. Pillay said she
would continue to focus on the treat-
ment of people she had met.

The Sri Lankan government rejected

allegations of intimidation and said she
had been allowed to meet anyone she
wished.

One of the most consequential chap-
tersof her judicial career was her work at
the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda, where she was one of the
judges in the landmark case against
Jean-Paul Akayesu, a former mayor
convicted of genocide, crimes against
humanity and direct and public incite-
ment to commit genocide during the
1994 Rwandan genaocide.

The tribunal's 1998 judgment estab-
lished that rape and sexual violence
could constitute acts of genocide when
committed with the requisite intent, as
well as crimes against humanity.

The Norwegian Nobel Committee
credited Pillay with playing a significant
rolein this legal development.

The committee also highlighted the
tribunal's work on incitement to geno-
cide. In the Akayesu case, the tribunal
convicted the defendant of direct and
public incitement to commit genocide,
establishing an important precedentin
international criminal law.Study Diplo-
macy

Pillay also co-founded Equality Now in
1992 alongside Jessica Neuwirth and
Feryal Gharahi, according to the organ-
isation’'s official history. The interna-
tional women's rights organisation
works to advance women's rights and
challenge discriminatory laws and prac-
tices.

In September 2025, the Independent
International Commission of Inquiry
on the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and Israel,
chaired by Pillay, concluded that Israeli
authorities and security forces had com-
mitted and were continuing to commit
genocide against Palestinians in Gaza.

The commission said four of the five
acts listed under the Genocide Conven-
tion had been committed with the spe-
cific intent required to establish geno-
cide. Italso concluded that senior Israeli
leaders had incited genocide.



