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HP Governor participates at Maharaja Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo inaugurates
Navratra Festival 2026 at Katra
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Agrasen Jayatl celebrations in Solan

SHIMLA, OCT 11:
Governor Shrl Kavinder
Gupta today called upon
society to follow the ideals
of Maharaja Agrasen by
linking economic prosper-
ity with social service,
compassion and collective
responsibility.

Addressing the Ma-
haraja Agrasen Jayanti cel-
ebrations organised by the
Agarwal Sabha, Solan, he
said that the true strength
of society lies not merely in
economic prosperity but
also in social sensitivity,
mutual cooperation and a
commitment to public wel-
fare.

Highlighting the princi-
ple of “Ek Eent, Ek Ru-
paya” associated with Ma-
haraja  Agrasen, the
Governor said it symbol-
ised the spirit of collective
contribution, with every
individual helping others
according to their capacity.
He observed that this prin-
ciple remains relevant to-
day, whether through sup-
porting the education of
needy students, assisting
the poor with medical
treatment, creating skill-
development and employ-
ment opportunities for
youth, or extending sup-
port to disadvantaged fam-
ilies.

The Governor appreci-
ated the Agarwal Sabha,
Solan, for its nearly 80
years of contribution to ed-
ucational, social, religious
and community activities.
He also appreciated its ef-
forts to promote social har-

mony by bringing people
from different communi-
ties onto a common plat-
form. He said the real
strength of a community is
reflected in its contribu-
tion to the welfare of society
as awhole.

Emphasising the role of
youth, Shri Kavinder
Gupta urged society to
nurture young people as
sensitive, value-driven,
self-reliant and responsi-
ble citizens. He encour-
aged them to become job
creators rather than
merely job seekers and to
promote entrepreneur-
ship, innovation and solu-
tions to societal challenges.

He also called upon the
Agarwal Sabha to expand
its activities in education,
healthcare, skill develop-
ment, youth guidance,
women’s empowerment
and assistance to needy
sections of society.

The Governor said that
Maharaja Agrasen Jayanti
was not merely an occasion
to remember a great per-
sonality but also an oppor-
tunity to reaffirm social re-
sponsibilities. He urged
everyone to take three
commitments including
service alongside prosper-
ity, social responsibility
alongside success, and so-
cial harmony alongside in-
dividual and community
identity. He expressed
confidence that the Agar-
wal Sabha would continue
to contribute to the social
and economic develop-
ment of Solan and Hi-
machal Pradesh.

The Governor extended
his greetings to all office-
bearers, members, women
and youth associated with
the Agarwal Sabha on the
occasion.

Earlier, the Governor
paid floral tributes to the

“statue  of

Maharaja
Agrasen installed in the
main market of Solan. He
also honoured individuals
for their outstanding con-
tributions in their respec-
tive fields.

Former Minister Dr. Ra-
jeev Bindal welcomed the
Governor and appreciated
the contributions of the
Agarwal community to-
wards social welfare.

Shri Dinesh Garg, Presi-
dent, Agarwal Sabha,
Solan honoured the Gover-
nor and apprised him of
the various social activities
undertaken by the Sabha.

Shri Satish Bansal, Vice-
President proposed the
vote of thanks.

Superintendent of Po-
lice, Solan, Shri T. Sai Dat-
tatrey, office-bearers of the
Agarwal Sabha and other
prominent persons were
also present on the occa-
sion.

CJP protests: Left leads from front as John Brittas

assaulted by CRPF; D Raja, Annie detained

NEW DELHI, OCT 11: The Left
took to the streets for the second con-
secutive day in the national capital on
Sunday, demanding the removal of
Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar. CPI(M) MP John
Brittas was dragged away and al-
legedly assaulted by Delhi Police per-
sonnel.

CPI leaders D Raja and Annie Raja,
along with Students’ Federation of In-
dia (SFI) national president Adarsh M
Saji, its Delhi state secretary Sooraj
Elamon and All India Students’ Asso-
ciation (AISA) president Neha Bora,
were detained.

Saji, Elamon and several members of
Left student organisations, including
AISA and SFI, alleged that they were
assaulted by security personnel,
moved from one police station to an-
other in vehicles and later dropped at
differentlocations.

On the second day of the protests,

opposition parties, particularly the
Congress, the Trinamool Congress
(TMC), the Samajwadi Party and the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), were con-
spicuous by their absence.

Brittas was taken to Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital (RML), where CPI(M)
general secretary M A Baby, former
Kerala minister Thomas Isaac and Ra-
jya Sabha MPs V Sivadasan and A A
Rahim, among others, met him.

Speaking from his hospital bed,
Brittas said he would not stop protest-
ing “until normalcy is restored” in the
country. “We won’t budge an inch till
normalcy prevails in India. No force
can stop us from asserting our right to
dissent. We have been on the streets
for the past several days, and we will
continue to move ahead,” he told The
Tribune.

The Rajya Sabha MP said he was
speaking to the media when CRPF
personnel dragged him away.

“Iwas pinned down and assaulted. I
was protesting peacefully without vio-
lating any rules. It was only when the
DCP came to know about the turn of
events that I was dropped by the road-
side and put in an autorickshaw,” he
said, adding that the Delhi Police was
paying no heed to the Supreme
Court’s directive against detaining or
harassing peaceful protesters.

“Delhi Police has crossed all limits,”
the CPI(M) said in a post on X, sharing
a video of Brittas sitting near a Delhi
Police bus, with another person help-
ing him walk as he struggled to get up.
A Delhi Police personnel is also seen
helping the MP walk towards an au-
torickshaw.

SFI national president Adarsh M
Saji and Delhi state secretary Sooraj
Elamon were also allegedly assaulted
by security personnel and dragged
away from the Connaught Place area in
central Delhi.
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Chief Secretary, Jammu
and Kashmir, Atal Dulloo,
today inaugurated Navra-
tra Festival 2026 at Yog
Ashram Ground, Katra,
marking the commence-
ment of the nine-day cele-
brations being held from
October 11 to 19. The inau-
gural ceremony brought to-
gether devotion, cultural
heritage and traditional
festivities in the holy town
of Katra, the base camp for
the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
pilgrimage.

The festival is being or-
ganised by the Directorate
of Tourism Jammu in col-
laboration with the Divi-
sional =~ Administration
Jammu and Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
to showcase the region’s
rich spiritual and cultural
heritage and promote Ka-
tra as a prominent religious
tourism destination.

The inaugural ceremony
commenced with the tradi-
tional lighting of the cere-
monial lamp by the Chief
Secretary, symbolising
peace, prosperity and di-
vine blessings. The pro-
gramme also featured capti-
vating performances by the
winners of last year’s
Navratra Festival competi-
tion, adding colour and vi-
brancy to the opening cele-
brations.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo extended Navratra
greetings,  highlighting
Jammu and Kashmir’s rich
cultural heritage, spiritual
traditions and potential for
religious tourism. He em-
phasized tourism’s role in
economic growth, employ-
ment and local empower-
ment, stressing improved
infrastructure, cleanliness,
traffic management and
pilgrim facilities.

He also called for em-
powering local youth,
women’s Self-Help Groups,
artisans and entrepre-
neurs, while urging collec-
tive efforts to preserve the
sanctity and natural beauty
of pilgrimage destinations.

Congratulating the
Tourism Department on
organising the Navratra
Utsav, he reaffirmed the
Government’s commit-
ment to better facilities for
devotees and residents of
Katra.

Member of the Legisla-
tive Assembly from Reasi
Kuldeep Raj Dubey and
Member of the Legislative
Assembly from Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Constituency
Baldev Raj Sharma also ex-
tended Navratra greetings
and congratulated the or-
ganisers, highlighting the
festival’s role in promoting
the region’s rich cultural
heritage, spiritual tradi-
tions and tourism poten-
tial.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Deputy Commissioner
Reasi Kumar Abhishek
highlighted Navratra’s cul-
tural and spiritual signifi-
cance, women’s empower-
ment and social harmony.
He reaffirmed the District
Administration’s commit-
ment to ensuring better fa-
cilities, effective interde-

partmental coordlnatlon
and a safe, comfortable ex-
perience for devotees and
tourists visiting Katra.

The nine-day festival will
feature a diverse range of
religious, cultural and liter-
ary activities, including
Shobha Yatra, Prabhat
Pheris, the All India Devo-
tional Song Competition,
cultural programmes,
Bhagwat Katha, wrestling
competitions and a Kavi
Sammelan. These activities
will provide pilgrims,
tourists and local residents
an opportunity to experi-
ence the spiritual essence
of Navratra alongside the
rich cultural traditions of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The festival holds special
significance for Katra,
which witnesses a substan-
tial influx of pilgrims visit-
ing the holy shrine of Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi during
Navratra.

The celebrations comple-
ment the pilgrimage expe-
rience while showcasing
the town’s cultural vi-
brancy and traditional hos-
pitality. They also support
local economic activity by
creating opportunities for
traders, hoteliers, trans-
port operators, artisans
and other stakeholders as-
sociated with the tourism
sector.

Beyond its religious sig-
nificance, the festival pro-
vides a platform for artists
and cultural groups to
showcase their talent,
while devotional music,
traditional performances
and literary activities help
preserve the region’s artistic
heritage, encourage cul-
tural exchange and
strengthen social harmony.

With religious obser-
vances and cultural pro-
grammes scheduled over
the next nine days, Navra-
tra Festival 2026 is ex-
pected to attract pilgrims
and visitors while high-
lighting Jammu and Kash-
mir’s rich cultural legacy
and reinforcing Katra’s im-
portance as a major pil-

grimage and religious
tourism destination.
Director Tourism

Jammu Vikas Gupta deliv-
ered the vote of thanks, ex-
pressing gratitude to all
dignitaries, organisers and
participants for making the
inaugural ceremony a suc-
cess.

Divisional Commissioner
Jammu Vikas Kundal, Se-
nior Superintendent of Po-
lice Reasi Mukund Tibre-
wal, Director Tourism
Jammu Vikas Gupta and
other senior officers and
dignitaries were present on
the occasion.

Protest in support of CJP: Activist Anjali Damania, others
detained at Shivaji Park; Aaditya, MNS slam govt

MUMBALI, OCT 11: Activist Anjali
Damania was among dozens of persons
detained on Sunday when they arrived
at Shivaji Park in central Mumbai’s
Dadar area to take part in a protest in
support of the Cockroach Janta Party,
police officials said.

Damania was intercepted near the
iconic ground and taken to an undis-
closed location in a private vehicle, the
officials said.

“AsIreached Shivaji Park in support of
CJP, police officers came in plainclothes

and detained me. All the police personnel
were in plain clothes, and I do not know
where they are taking me,” Damania
told PTL.

Officials said most of those detained
in the vicinity have been shifted to Shiv-
aji Park police station. Some have been
taken to nearby police stations, they
added.

Legal action will be taken against
those who are assembling at Shivaji Park
to protest without obtaining permission
from authorities, a senior police official

said.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray said the BJP is in so much
fear that even in Mumbai they are de-
taining students who are protesting
peacefully but fearlessly against a
regime. In a post on X, the Worli MLA
slammed the ruling dispensation and
also offered support to those being de-
tained. “The Mumbai Police, it seems,
now is being made to take orders from
the very top- the very top that is hiding
behind barricades of the police force.

From Haryana to Germany: Youngsters take nursmg route to a new future

NEWDELHI, OCT 11: From
Haryana to Germany, eight
young people have begun a jour-
ney that could open doors to ca-
reers in one of Europe’s essential
professions, as a new nursing in-
stitute seeks to connect the state’s
youth with vocational training
abroad.

The first cohort at the newly es-
tablished Goethe Care Institut in
Riisselsheim began nursing
training on October 1, bringing
Haryana into a cross-border ini-
tiative that combines healthcare
education, language training and
international career opportuni-
ties.

Rahul Kumar, a Haryana-born
German politician and health-
care entrepreneur, established
the institute, with Saurabh Bha-
gat serving as its chief executive
officer. Its founders describe it as
Germany’s first state-recognised
nursing school established by an
entrepreneur with an Indian mi-
gration background.

For Kumar, the initiative has a
personal connection to his roots
in Haryana. He said a delegation
visit from Frankfurt to the state
last year, during which Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini en-
couraged efforts to connect
Haryana’s youth with educa-
tional opportunities in Germany,
helped shape his vision for the in-
stitute.

“My roots in Haryana have
given me a strong personal com-
mitment to creating opportuni-

ties for its young people,” Kumar
told The Tribune, adding that the
idea was to connect their aspira-
tions with structured education,
practical healthcare training and
sustained support.

“Haryana has talented and de-
termined young people. We want
to help them develop the lan-
guage skills, professional compe-
tence and confidence needed to
build a healthcare career,” he
said.

Kumar said the eight trainees
joining the first cohort marked
animportant beginning, with the
institute aiming to build trust
through quality education, clear
information for families and sup-
port throughout the training
process.

He said the initiative could
contribute to India-Germany co-
operation through education,
skills development and people-
to-people connections. Those
who eventually return to India
could bring back professional ex-
perience and knowledge, he
added, arguing that permanent
migration should not be the only
measure of success.

The institute’s launch comes
amid continued demand for
skilled care professionals in Ger-
many.

For the eight trainees from
Haryana, the programme offers
an opportunity to enter a struc-
tured vocational training envi-
ronment in a country where
nursing requires practical com-

petence, professional discipline
and the ability to care for people
with diverse needs.

However, establishing a cred-
ible pathway requires more than
offering students a route over-
seas. Language proficiency, the
nature of the qualification, train-
ing costs and the conditions at-
tached to employment are im-
portant considerations for
students and their families.

Speaking to The Tribune, Bha-
gat said the institute’s approach
was built around providing clear
information about the course,
the qualification students could
pursue and the financial commit-
ment involved.

The institute offers online Ger-
man-language classes conducted
by trainers based in Germany,
with language development
linked to preparation for health-
caretraining. This is particularly
important in nursing, where
trainees must understand in-
structions, communicate with
patients and document care ac-
curately.

The training combines class-
room learning with supervised
practical experience. Students
are also helped to understand
everyday life in Germany, work-
place expectations, and their
rights and responsibilities, Bhagat
said.

-

Entry requirements, the re-
quired level of language profi-
ciency, course duration and qual-
ifications depend on the
programme selected. The insti-
tute has directed students and
families to
[www.goethecare.de](http://ww
w.goethecare.de) for information
on courses and costs and encour-
aged them to seek individual
guidance.

Bhagat said families should
obtain a written breakdown of
applicable fees and expected liv-
ing expenses before committing
to a course. They should also
clarify whether training remu-
neration is available, how much

it amounts to and when pay-
ments begin.

“Our priority is to give stu-
dents and families a transparent
basis for their decision, with
clear responsibilities and reliable
support throughout the train-
ing,” he said.

Beyond conventional nursing
instruction, the institute aims to
incorporate emerging technolo-
gies while emphasising compas-
sionate, person-centred care. Ar-
tificial intelligence and
immersive learning tools are in-
tended to support training, while
arobotic seal named PARO al-
lows students to explore interac-
tive technology in care settings,
particularly those involving older
people.

Real animals are also part of
the learning environment, re-
flecting the institute’s emphasis
on the emotional and social di-
mensions of nursing. Its ap-
proach rests on the principle that
care work requires more than
technical knowledge, with empa-
thy, patience, communication
and respect for individual needs
remaining central to the profes-
sion.

The institute has proposed a
50:50 intake model for local and
international students, bringing
trainees from different back-
grounds together in a shared
learning environment.

Such an approach could ex-
pose students to diverse cultural
experiences while preparing

them for the demands of work-
ing in Germany’s healthcare sys-
tem.

Located in a building that
houses nearly 20 doctors, the in-
stitute operates within an exist-
ing healthcare setting. Its
founders are seeking to combine
this practical orientation with
technology-assisted teaching, al-
though the model’s value will ulti-
mately depend on the quality of
instruction, the qualifications
students obtain and their readi-
ness for professional practice.

Kumar’s journey from
Haryana to German public life
and healthcare entrepreneurship
adds a personal dimension to the
initiative. The first eight trainees
now mark the beginning of his ef-
fort to turn that connection into
an educational pathway for
young people from his home
state.

For Haryana, the initiative of-
fers a potential link with Ger-
many’s vocational healthcare ed-
ucation system. For the students
and their families, its long-term
value will depend on whether the
programme delivers transparent
terms, recognised qualifications,
adequate practical training and
realistic employment opportuni-
ties.

The progress of the first eight
trainees will therefore be an early
test of whether the Haryana-to-
Germany pathway can develop
into a credible and sustainable
opportunity for future students.
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