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Experts from CSIR-IIIM
Jammu and CAD today
conducted a joint visit to
various sites of the Patyari
Cluster under the Modern-
ization of Command Area
Development and Water
Management (MCADWM)
scheme. 

The visit was undertaken
under the supervision and
directions of the Director
Command Area Develop-
ment Project Jammu
Pankaj Magotra to explore
the feasibility of cultivating
medicinal and aromatic
plants in the Patyari Clus-
ter and obtain expert rec-
ommendations on suitable
crop options based on the
prevailing agro-climatic
conditions.

The expert team deputed
by the Director, CSIR-IIIM
Jammu, consisted of Princi-
pal Scientist (Soil Science)
Dr. Rajendra Bhanwaria;
Principal Technical Officer
(Agronomy) Dr. Siya Ram
Meena and Project Associ-
ate-I (Soil Science) Mah-

naz. The team was accom-
panied by District Subject
Matter Specialists (SMSs),
S. Sukhbir Singh and
Pankaj Verma, along with
SCA Rajeev Kumar from
CAD Jammu.

During the visit, the
team interacted with local
farmers to understand
their agricultural practices

and field-level require-
ments. Soil samples were
also collected from differ-
ent locations for laboratory
analysis to assess their suit-
ability for the proposed cul-
tivation.

The CSIR-IIIM team
shall submit a detailed re-
port to the Directorate of
CAD Jammu after receipt

and analysis of the soil
sample reports. The find-
ings and expert recommen-
dations will help identify
suitable medicinal and aro-
matic plant species and for-
mulate a viable cultivation
strategy for crop diversifi-
cation and enhancement of
farmers’ income under the
MCADWM scheme.

CSIR-IIIM, CAD Team explores feasibility of cultivating
medicinal, aromatic plants in Patyari Cluster
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District Development
Commissioner Poonch
Ashok Kumar Sharma to-
day reviewed the imple-
mentation of the Vibrant
Villages Programme-II
(VVP-II) and the satura-
tion of beneficiary-ori-
ented government
schemes in the identified
border villages of the dis-
trict.

The meeting focused on
assessing the progress of
developmental initiatives
and identifying gaps in es-
sential infrastructure and
services, including road
connectivity, electrifica-
tion, drinking water, sani-
tation and livelihood gen-
eration.

The DDC reviewed the
implementation of agricul-
ture and horticulture
schemes, including the
Holistic Agriculture Devel-
opment Programme
(HADP), PM-KISAN, Soil
Health Cards and Kisan
Credit Cards. Interven-
tions under Sheep Hus-
bandry, Fisheries and the
National Rural Livelihoods

Mission were also dis-
cussed to strengthen liveli-
hood opportunities and im-
prove the socio-economic
conditions of residents in
border villages.

The progress under VB-
G-RAM-G, Pradhan
Mantri Awaas Yojana-
Gramin (PMAY-G), Jal
Shakti, Swachh Bharat
Mission-Gramin (SBM-G)

and social security pension
schemes was also exam-
ined, with special emphasis
on identifying uncovered
eligible beneficiaries and
addressing gaps in infra-
structure and service deliv-
ery.

The DDC stressed the
need for close coordination
among all concerned de-
partments to ensure the ef-

fective implementation of
VVP-II and achieve satura-
tion of beneficiary-oriented
schemes. He emphasised
that eligible residents of
identified border villages
must receive the full bene-
fits of government welfare
programmes and that ex-
isting gaps in basic ameni-
ties should be addressed on
priority.

DDC Poonch reviews implementation 
of Vibrant Villages Programme-II
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Divisional Commissioner
Jammu, Vikas Kundal, to-
day chaired a meeting to
review the progress on the
conferment of ownership
rights to Displaced Persons
(DPs) and West Pakistani
Refugees (WPRs) under
the relevant Government
Orders, including Govern-
ment Orders No. 100, 101
and 105.

During detailed deliber-
ations, the Deputy Com-
missioners of Jammu Divi-
sion apprised the chair of
the district-wise progress
in the receipt, scrutiny, ap-
proval and disposal of
claims, besides highlight-
ing issues requiring inter-
vention for expeditious
processing of cases.

Emphasising time-
bound disposal of claims,
the Divisional Commis-
sioner directed all Deputy
Commissioners to expedite
verification of pending
cases and strengthen coor-
dination among district ad-
ministrations, SDMs, tehsil
offices and the Custodian
Department. He stressed
that eligible beneficiaries

should not face unneces-
sary delays in securing
their rightful ownership
claims.

The Divisional Commis-
sioner called for a thorough
review of rejected cases and
directed officers to exam-
ine the grounds of rejection
on merit, ensuring that
every decision is supported
by proper justification. He
emphasised that eligible
claims must be dealt with
fairly and transparently
and called for the involve-
ment of senior revenue offi-
cers wherever required to
review such cases.

He also underscored the
need to intensify outreach
efforts to ensure that all eli-
gible beneficiaries are in-
formed about the scheme
and encouraged to submit
their claims. Deputy Com-

missioners were directed to
organise awareness camps,
undertake field visits, con-
tact beneficiaries individu-
ally and coordinate with
relevant organisations to
facilitate the submission of
applications and requisite
documents.

Reviewing cases referred
to the Custodian Depart-
ment, the Divisional Com-
missioner directed the offi-
cers concerned to promptly
address observations and
deficiencies and resubmit
the cases without delay. He
also stressed the need to
deploy additional staff, in-
cluding Patwaris and other
revenue functionaries,
wherever necessary to ac-
celerate verification and
processing.

The meeting also deliber-
ated on procedural issues

concerning documentation
required to establish land
allotment and possession
under the relevant Govern-
ment Orders. The Divi-
sional Commissioner said
that the matter would be
taken up with the compe-
tent authorities for neces-
sary clarification.

Directing all districts to
adhere to prescribed time-
lines, the Div Com called
for accelerated progress
during October and mea-
surable improvement be-
fore the next review meet-
ing.Deputy Commissioners
of Jammu, Samba, Kathua,
Udhampur, Reasi, Rajouri
and Poonch, along with Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
sioners and other senior of-
ficers, attended the
meeting in person and
through virtual mode.

Div Com Jammu reviews progress on conferment
of ownership rights to DPs, WPRsHIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
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Deputy Commissioner
Poonch Ashok Kumar
Sharma on Saturday
chaired a comprehensive
review meeting of the
Health Department to as-
sess the implementation
and progress of various
healthcare programmes,
including Ayushman
Bharat PM-JAY SEHAT
and Vay Vandana.

The meeting also focused
on the winter plan, conti-
nuity of essential health-
care services and strength-
ening quality standards
across healthcare institu-
tions in the district.

A key focus of the meet-
ing was ensuring uninter-
rupted access to healthcare
during the upcoming win-
ter months, particularly for
pregnant women, patients
undergoing dialysis, cancer
patients and individuals
suffering from asthma, es-
pecially those residing in
remote and snow-affected
areas.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed health au-
thorities to ensure that all
institutional deliveries are
facilitated at designated
healthcare institutions. He
instructed officials to iden-
tify pregnant women
whose Expected Date of
Delivery falls between No-
vember and March and
make advance arrange-
ments to shift them to the
nearest designated delivery
point well before the onset
of adverse weather condi-
tions.

He also stressed the need
for advance planning to fa-
cilitate uninterrupted
treatment for cancer pa-
tients, dialysis patients and
those suffering from
asthma.

Health authorities were
directed to coordinate at
district and block levels to
identify vulnerable pa-
tients, assess their medical
requirements and establish
appropriate arrangements
to ensure timely access to
healthcare services during
periods of heavy snowfall
or road disruption.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of improving health-
care quality and patient
safety, the DC stressed that
maximum healthcare insti-
tutions across the district
should be brought under
the ambit of National Qual-
ity Assurance Standards
(NQAS) certification. He
called for focused attention
on the quality of patient
care, availability of essen-
tial services, hygiene and
sanitation, infection pre-
vention, maintenance of
records and adherence to
established healthcare pro-
tocols.

The concerned officers
were directed to identify
gaps in infrastructure and
service delivery and take
timely corrective measures
to improve the overall func-
tioning of healthcare insti-
tutions.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner emphasised that

NQAS certification should
be pursued as part of a sus-
tained effort to strengthen
public healthcare services
and ensure accessible, safe
and quality treatment for
people across the district.

During the meeting,
Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Parvaiz Ahmed Khan deliv-
ered a detailed PowerPoint
presentation on the
progress of various health
programmes and key per-
formance indicators in the
district.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner reviewed the is-
suance and utilisation of
Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY
SEHAT cards, which pro-
vide eligible beneficiaries
access to cashless health-
care services. Progress un-
der the PM Vay Vandana
scheme, aimed at extend-
ing healthcare coverage to
eligible senior citizens, was
also assessed.

The DC directed the
health authorities to accel-
erate the verification and
generation of cards for all
remaining eligible benefi-
ciaries. He called for inten-
sified awareness cam-
paigns to ensure that
people are informed about
the benefits available under
the schemes and can access

treatment in accordance
with the applicable provi-
sions. He stressed that no
eligible beneficiary should
be left out and that imple-
mentation of the schemes
at hospitals and other
healthcare institutions
must remain smooth and
effective.

The meeting also re-
viewed the functioning of
outpatient and inpatient
services, major surgeries,
institutional deliveries, di-
agnostic facilities, X-ray
services, laboratory testing
and dialysis units operating
at District Hospital Poonch
and Community Health
Centres in Surankote and
Mendhar.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner took stock of the im-
plementation of several na-
tional and public health
programmes, including the
Rashtriya Bal Swasthya
Karyakram (RBSK),
Anaemia Mukt Bharat Ab-
hiyan, National Tuberculo-
sis Elimination Pro-
gramme (NTEP), National
Tobacco Control Pro-
gramme, Family Welfare
Programme and Immuni-
sation Programme, along
with other ongoing health
initiatives.

stressed the need for ef-
fective implementation,
regular monitoring and im-
proved outreach to ensure
that the benefits of these
programmes reach the in-
tended beneficiaries, par-
ticularly children, women,
vulnerable groups and resi-
dents of remote areas.

The officers were di-
rected to maintain close co-
ordination among district
and block-level health
units, improve service de-
livery and address opera-
tional challenges affecting
the implementation of var-
ious programmes.

DC reviews Healthcare scenario in Poonch

DIP/J-2586-P/26.
Dt: 17.10.2026


