The HimalayanMail

NEWS

@ JAMMU @ MONDAY @

OCTOBER 19, 2026

Rana Inaugurates flood protection works
worth ?5.91 crore in Jammu

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
JAMMU, OCT 18

Minister for Jal Shakti,
Forest, Ecology & Envi-
ronment and Tribal Af-
fairs, Javed Ahmed Rana,
today inaugurated flood
protection works worth
?5.91 crore along vulner-
able stretches of River
Nikki Tawi and River
Waddi Tawi in Jammu,
aimed at strengthening
flood resilience and safe-
guarding nearby habita-
tions, agricultural land
and public infrastructure.
The inauguration was
held in the presence of lo-
cal legislators MLA Bahu,
Vikram Randhawa and
MLA Marh, Surinder Ku-
mar.

The projects, funded
under the Special Assis-
tance to States for Capital
Investment (SASCI)
scheme and NABARD, in-
clude flood protection
works on the left bank of
River Nikki Tawi down-
stream of the 4th Bridge
at Belicharana, construc-
tion of two spurs on the
left side of River Waddi
Tawi at Channi Nankey,
Nandni, and flood protec-
tion measures along the
right side of River Nikki
Tawi from Omman Post
to Makwal Forward Post.

Emphasising the need
to strengthen flood man-
agement infrastructure in
view of changing climatic
conditions, Rana said,
preventive measures and
timely interventions are
essential to minimise the
impact of natural disas-

ters on people’s lives and
livelihood.

“As we are witnessing
increasingly erratic
weather patterns, itisim-
perative for us to
strengthen our prepared-
ness against floods and
other  climate-related
challenges. Our focus
must be on developing re-
silient  infrastructure,
protecting  vulnerable
riverbanks and ensuring
the safety of habitations,
agricultural land and
public assets.”

The Minister stressed
that flood protection
works must be executed
with due attention to
technical standards, qual-
ity and long-term sustain-
ability. He said the Gov-
ernment is committed to
strengthening protective
infrastructure in vulnera-
ble areas and ensuring
that development inter-
ventions provide lasting
benefits to local commu-
nities.

The flood protection

903
work at Belicharana, com-
pleted at an estimated
cost of ?229.94 lakh un-
der SASCI, covers vulner-
able locations along the
left bank of River Nikki
Tawi downstream of the
4th Bridge. The inaugura-
tion was held in the pres-
ence of Member of Leg-
islative Assembly, Bahu,
Vikram Randhawa.

The intervention is
aimed at mitigating river-
bank erosion and reduc-
ing the risk of flooding
during the monsoon sea-
son, thereby protecting
nearby habitations, agri-
cultural land and public
infrastructure.

Another project in-
volves the construction of
two spurs, each measur-
ing 18 metres in length,
on the left side of River
Waddi Tawi at Channi
Nankey, Nandni, at an es-
timated cost of 769 lakh
under SASCI. The spurs
are designed to regulate
river flow near vulnerable
stretches and minimise
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erosion, providing protec-
tion to adjoining agricul-
tural land, public assets
and settlements. The re-
maining work is to be
completed on priority to
ensure the timely realisa-
tion of the intended ben-
efits.

The third project, esti-
mated to cost ?292 lakh
and funded under
NABARD, involves flood
protection measures
along the right side of
River Nikki Tawi from
Omman Post to Makwal
Forward Post in village
Makwal. These were inau-
gurated in presence of
MLA Marh, Surinder Ku-
mar.

The work includes the
construction of revetment
crates and earthen em-
bankments at vulnerable
locations to strengthen
the riverbank against ero-
sion and flooding, while
protecting adjoining agri-
cultural land and local in-
frastructure along the In-
ternational Border.

CJlinaugurates Ladakh Bench of High
Court of J&K and Ladakh at Leh

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
LEH, OCT 18

In a historic milestone
for the administration of
justice in the Union Terri-
tory of Ladakh, Justice
Surya Kant, Chief Justice of
India, today inaugurated
the newly established
Ladakh Bench of the High
Court of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh at Melongth-
ang, Leh. The establish-
ment of the Bench marks a
significant step towards
bringing justice closer to
the people of Ladakh, par-
ticularly those residing in
remote and far-flung areas,
by reducing the hardships,
time and expenditure in-
volved in travelling to Sri-
nagar or Jammu for judi-
cial proceedings.

The dais was graced by
Justice Surya Kant, Chief
Justice of India; Justice M.
M. Sundresh, Justice P. S.
Narasimha and Justice
Arun Palli, Judges of the
Supreme Court of India; R.
Venkataramani, Attorney
General of India; Vinai Ku-
mar Saxena, Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh; Dr.
Justice Pushpendra Singh
Bhati, Chief Justice of the
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh; Jus-
tice Sanjeev Kumar, Justice
Sindhu Sharma and Justice
Rajnesh Oswal, Judges of
the High Court; and Ashish
Kumar Kundra, Chief Sec-
retary, Union Territory of
Ladakh.

The occasion was further
graced by Justice Tashi
Rabstan, former Chief Jus-
tice of the High Court of
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh; all the Judges of
the High Court, accompa-
nied by their spouses; the
Director General of Police,
Law Secretary, Administra-
tive Secretaries and senior
officers of the army, civil
administration, police and
other departments of the
Union Territory of Ladakh.
Officers of the High Court
Registry, headed by M. K.
Sharma, Registrar General,
Additional Solicitors Gen-
eral of India (ASGls),
Deputy Solicitors General
of India (DSGIs) and Presi-
dents of the Bar Associa-

tions of Leh and Kargil also
attended the ceremony.

Upon his arrival, Chief
Justice of India was ac-
corded a ceremonial Guard
of Honour, following which
he unveiled the inaugura-
tion plaque. A group photo-
graph was taken, followed
by a guided tour of the
Court Complex.

The formal proceedings
commenced with the Na-
tional Song and National
Anthem, followed by a wel-
come address by Dr. Jus-
tice Pushpendra Singh
Bhati, Chief Justice of the
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh.

In his address, Dr. Jus-
tice Pushpendra Singh
Bhati emphasized that ac-
cess to justice had been the
guiding principle behind
the establishment of the
Ladakh Bench. He ob-
served that, under the vi-
sionary leadership of the
Chief Justice of India, the
establishment of a consti-
tutional Courtin one of the
highest-altitude regions of
the world marked a historic
milestone in bringing jus-
tice closer to the people,
particularly those residing
in remote and geographi-
cally challenging areas of
Ladakh.

The Chief Justice of India
also virtually inaugurated
the Green Wall, symbolis-
ing the judiciary’s commit-
ment to environmental
conservation. The initiative
was marked by the presen-
tation of planters to the dig-
nitaries and screening of a
shortvideo.

In his special address,
Vinai Kumar Saxena, Lieu-

tenant  Governor  of
Ladakh, termed the estab-
lishment of the Ladakh
Bench a historic milestone
in strengthening access to
justice in the region. He
also highlighted the signifi-
cance of the Green Wall ini-
tiative in promoting envi-
ronmental conservation
and ecological sustainabil-
ity in Ladakh.

Justice M. M. Sundresh,
Justice P. S. Narasimha
and Justice Arun Palli,
Judges of the Supreme
Court of India, and R.
Venkataramani, Attorney
General of India, also ad-
dressed the gathering on
the occasion.

A major highlight of the
ceremony was the launch of
four significant initiatives
by the Chief Justice of In-
dia, comprising the Green
Wall and digital initiatives,
namely, the e-Filing Portal
and Document Manage-
ment System (DMS) for the
Ladakh Bench and the On-
line Recruitment Portal of
the High Court. The e-Fil-
ing Portal will enable advo-
cates and litigants, particu-
larly those from remote
areas, to file cases electron-
ically without travelling to
the Court, while the DMS
will facilitate digital man-
agement  of  judicial
records. The Online Re-
cruitment Portal  will
streamline recruitment in
the High Courtand District
Judiciary, promoting
transparency, accessibility
and efficiency.

Significantly, the Ladakh
Bench shall function as a
fully IT-enabled, paperless
Court, equipped with mod-

ern digital infrastructure.
The Court Complex also
houses a dedicated Digiti-

sation  Centre, Filing
Counter, Bar Room, Liti-
gants’ Sitting Area, Confer-
ence Room and Video Con-
ferencing (VC) Room,
ensuring efficientand tech-
nology-driven  judicial
functioning.

The Chief Justice of India
also initiated work for the
installation of solar power
systems at 11 locations, re-
inforcing the judiciary’s
commitment to renewable
energy and sustainable in-
frastructure.

In his Presidential Ad-
dress, Chief Justice of India
emphasised the role of
technology and legal aid in
ensuring access to justice in
Ladakh and appreciated
the e-Initiatives launched
to overcome geographical
barriers.

The programme con-
cluded with a Vote of
Thanks by Ashish Kumar
Kundra, Chief Secretary,
Union Territory of Ladakh,
followed by the National
Song and National An-
them.

The inauguration of the
Ladakh Bench, together
with the launch of digital
and infrastructure initia-
tives, heralds a new chap-
ter in the judicial history of
Ladakh, reaffirming the ju-
diciary’s commitment to
accessible, efficient, tech-
nology-enabled and citi-
zen-centric justice, while
ensuring that geographical
distances and difficult ter-
rain do not become barri-
ers to the administration of
justice.

ABVP Reasl organizes Grand "Yashaswini -

YuvatiSammelan
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Reasi With the divine
Sankalp of *"SashaktYu-
vati, Samarth Bharat",
AkhilBharatiyaVid-
yarthiParishad, Reasi Dis-
trictorganized agrand and
inspiring "Yashaswini - Yu-
vatiSammelan" today at DC
office Auditorium Reasi.
The Sammelan witnessed
an overwhelming partici-
pation of hundreds of girl
students from various
schools, colleges and edu-
cational institutions of the
district.

The main objective of the
Sammelan was to make the
young girls aware of their
role in Nation Building and
to connect them with
ABVP's core ideological
thoughts of PanchParivar-
tan and NariVimarsh.

The program com-
menced with the tradi-
tional lighting of the lamp
and rendition of Saraswati-
Vandana, filling the atmos-
phere with energy and de-
votion. Girls presented
captivating cultural perfor-
mances, speeches and po-
ems depicting the strength
of Nari Shakti.

The stage was graced by
eminent women personal-
ities who have made Reasi
proud:

Chief Guest: Smt. Gee-
tuBangotra Ji, CEO, Dis-
trict Reasi, in her inspiring
address said, "Girls must

wer Girls

*‘1"‘_‘?\' - ’.... f

rf.’h!

!
WA V)

not limit themselves only to
marks and degrees. Along
with studies, you must give
your active contribution to-
wards society and nation.
An educated girl is not justa
successful individual, she
becomes the foundation of a
strong family, a conscious
society and a developed na-
tion. Be fearless, be self-re-
liant." She appreciated
ABVP's initiative  of
Yashaswini for reaching
out to girls at the grass-
roots.

Guest of Honour: Shri-
matiKusumKumari Ji,
President Awardee
Teacher, shared her life
journey and said that disci-
pline, character and hard
work are the real orna-
ments of a girl. She moti-
vated the girls to dream big
and never compromise on
education.

Guest of Honour: Smt.

to Empo

Tw- lalp

Anjusha  Sharma  Ji,
Renowned Singer of J&K,
enthralled the audience
and said that our culture
has always given the high-
est status to women and
NariVimarsh is the need of
the hour to re-establish
thatglory.
ParishadVakta: Sushri
Akshi Billowria Ji elabo-
rated on the concept of
PanchParivartan - Sama-
jikSamarasta, KutumbPra-
bodhan, Paryavaran, Swa-
bodh and NagrikKartavya -
and explained how Yuvatis
are the main drivers of
these five transformations.
She also explained NariVi-
marsh, where ABVP sees
woman as Shakti, not as
Abala.SwagatSamitiAd-
hyaksh:  Sushri  Isha
Sharma Ji, PrantChhatraV-
istarak, ABVP JKL, wel-
comed all the guests and
presented the vision of

Yashaswini. She said that

ABVP has organized Yu-
vatiSammelans in Jammu
Grameen (3 Oct), Udham-
pur (6 Oct), Jammu Ma-
hanagar (8 Oct), Poonch (9
Oct), Ramban (10 Oct),
Doda (11 Oct) and now
Reasi, with the target to
reach every district includ-
ing the HER VOICE Sam-
melans in Kashmir from
17th Oct onwards.

TheSammelan con-
cluded with a collective
Sankalp by all the girls to
become Yashaswini - glori-
ous, self-reliant and dedi-
cated towards RashtraNir-
man.On this
occasion,ashtra Reasi Dis-
trict Convenor Harsh Ji ,
District Girls Incharge-
SupriyaSatwal Ji District
Org Secretary Sudarshan
Dogra and a large number
of ABVP karyakartas were
present.

CBC’s 8-Day Multimedia Exhibition on 12
Years of Govt Enters Day -7 at Katra

HIMALAYAN MAIL NEWS
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On Day-7 of 8 —Day
Multimedia Exhibition
being organized by Cen-
tral Bureau of Communi-
cation (CBC), Jammu,
(J&K), Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Govt. of India at Govt.
Higher Secondary School
Katra Amba Group of
Schools visited the Exhi-
bition. The theme of Exhi-
bition is ‘12 Saal Vishvas
Ke, Vikas Ke aur Jan
Kalyan Ke’ and ‘Reform
Utsav’. Ashwini Katoch
Chairman Amba Group of
Schools attended pro-
gramme as the Chief
Guest. Officers and offi-
cials of departments of Jal
Shakti, Sericulture De-
partment Sheep Hus-
bandry Department, Prin-
cipal Of Amba Kids
Home, Penthal with Staff
& Students and CBC
Jammu were prominent
among others who at-
tended the programme.

Ashwini Katoch Chair-
man Amba Group Of
schools said these kind of
awareness programmes

on the schemes and pro-
grams of Government of
India should be organized
on regular intervals so
that the general public get
to know about the bene-
fits of these schemes. He
further said, the pro-
gramme organized by
CBC at Katra is one of its
type in the Katra area
during Navratra Festival
and it’s utility is multidi-
mensional and beneficial
for the people of this area.

Sh. Vijay Mattoo, Field
Officer, Central Bureau of
Communication, Poonch
in his welcome address
said, the government is
working towards the up-
liftment of the poor in the
country through its vari-
ous centrally sponsored
schemes and programs
and the pro-poor schemes
like PM Awas Yojna, PM
Jan  Arogya Yojna,
Ujwwala Yojna, PM Grib
Kalyan Ann Yojna, Shishu
Janani Surakha Yojna,
Poshan Abhiyan, Jan
Aushadhi Kendras, Khelo
India, Kissan Samman
Nidhi, DBT, , Saubhagya
Yojna, Har Ghar Jal,
SBM, KCC, Stand up In-

dia, Start up India,
Kaushal Vikas, Mudra
Loans, etc. of the govern-
ment have brought a revo-
lution in the country. He
emphasized that CBC also
brings together various
district- and block-level
departments under one
umbrella to facilitate
greater public awareness
and ensure that informa-
tion about these schemes
reaches the grassroot
level, enabling eligible
beneficiaries to avail
themselves of the bene-

fits.
Anchal Sharma from Jal
Shakti Department,

Rakesh Kumar from Seri-
culture Department and
Rahul Kumar from Sheep
husbandry Department
were the resource persons
from concerned depart-
ments to deliver Expert
Lectures regarding vari-
ous Centrally Sponsored
Schemes related to their
respective departments.
The Exhibits in the Ex-
hibition focus on achieve-
ments of Government of
India in various fields.
Displays are especially
designed by ministry of

Information and Broad-
casting, for enlighten-
ment of visitors about
various schemes of Govt.
of India. Selfie corners,
Audio/Visual consoles,
distribution of flyers and
booklets on 12 Saal Vish-
waas, 12 Saal Vikas aur
Jankalyan ke, Expert Lec-
tures by Resource Per-
sons, Stalls of Social Wel-
fare, Sheep Husbandry,
ICDS, Agriculture, Rural
Development & Panchayti
Raj, Sericulture, Ayush-
maan Bharat Registration
and First Aid along with
Drawing Competition,
Open Quiz, Seminar and
cultural items were the
main attractions of the
day.

Officers, officials of
Various departments, lo-
cals, students, teachers
etc attended the pro-
gramme. The Exhibition
will be open for Yatris of
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi &
Locals for all eight days
w.e.f 12th to 19th October
2026. Local masses of Ka-
tra are requested to visit
the Exhibition between
11:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.
(Entry isfree).

IGP Traffic chairs joint coordination meeting at DPL
Rajouri to strengthen Road Safety, Traffic Management
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IGP Traffic J&K M.
Suleman Choudhary
chaired a coordination
meeting with officers of
District Police and Traffic
Police at DPL Rajouri to
discuss measures to
streamline traffic man-
agement, strengthen road
safety and reduce road ac-
cidents and traffic con-
gestion across the Ra-
jouri—Poonch region.

The meeting was at-
tended by DIGP Rajouri-
Poonch Range Sandeep
Wazir; SSP  Rajouri
Naresh Singh; SSP Traffic
Rural Jammu Master
Popsy; Additional SP Ra-
jouri Waseem Mehmood,;
Additional SP Poonch
Hamid Banday; DySP
(DAR) Rajouri Khaliq
Hussain Choudhary;
DySP SOG, Rajouri
Shammi Kumar; DySP
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Traffic Poonch-Rajouri
Ajaz Choudhary; besides
SHO Rajouri and DTIs of
Poonch, Rajouri and Sun-
derbani.

Emphasising focused
and data driven enforce-

ment, the IGP Traffic J&K

. 3 ,a
directed officers to inten-
sify enforcement in rural
areas, audit school buses
and commercial vehicles,
identify accident
hotspots, organise road
safety awareness pro-
grammes and establish

joint checking points (Lo-
cal Police/Traffic Police).
He also stressed strict
action against traffic viola-
tions, particularly riding
without helmets, triple
riding and mobile phone
use while driving. Officers
were further directed to
resolve parking issues
and strengthen interde-
partmental coordination.
The IGP Traffic J&K un-
derscored the need for
sustained field level ac-
tion and coordinated ef-
forts to reduce road acci-
dents, improve traffic
discipline and ensure
safer and smoother traffic
movement across the Ra-
jouri—Poonch region.
Suleman Choudhary di-
rected all officers to en-
sure that the directions is-
sued during the meeting
are implemented in letter
and spirit with regular
monitoring of enforce-
ment activities and ac-
countability at every level.



